Guide to trapping rats & mice
Rural and Agricultural Users
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Why is it necessary to trap rats & mice?
They damage your home, property and
equipment
Rodents might be small but they can cause
significant damage to your house and
farm. They reproduce rapidly which can
cost thousands of dollars in damages and
extermination costs. They can:

They can carry disease
• Rats and mice can carry diseases such
as hantavirus, leptospirosis, bubonic
plague and rat bite fever.
• They can host fleas and ticks that can
carry lyme and other diseases.

• Ruin equipment, spoil food and start fires
by chewing on wires
• Contaminate large quantities of feed with
their droppings and urine
• Cause damage to your garden by eating
fruit and vegetables and chewing on
doors and cables

OUCH!

• Damage your lawn by digging holes and
tunnels.

Other rodent control options
Goodnature believes that pests deserve
an instant and painless death. Sadly,
some of the most common ways to kill
rats and mice are incredibly cruel and are
dangerous for other animals/non targets.
Every year, veterinarians treat thousands
of pets and wild animals for rodent
poisoning.
• Glue traps can cause animals to die
of hunger, dehydration, or exposure
after days of prolonged suffering.
• Poisons result in a slow, painful death
for rodents (and expose pets, children
and local wildlife to the risk of harm).
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The Goodnature A24 - most effective rodent trap in the world

The A24 Rat & Mouse Trap
No toxins or risk of poisoning children,
pets or local wildlife.

The A24 Rat & Mouse Trap requires low
maintenance with higher kill rates

Other pest eradication options such as
snap traps and poisons:

• It automatically resets and can kill
multiple times each night.
• Uses lure which is constantly attracting
rodents for up to 6 months.
• Uses no toxins, so there’s no risk of
primary or secondary poisoning.
• Provides constant rodent control and
property protection for years.

Snap Traps

Electric Traps

• Require frequent maintenance to see if
the lure has been eaten / needs to be
refreshed.
• Expose pets, other wildlife and children
to the risk of harm either through direct
poisoning (e.g. a songbird or pet eats
poison bait) or secondary poisoning
(e.g. an owl, hawk or fox eats a
poisoned rodent).

Glue Traps

Bait / Poison

Goodnature A24

Non-toxic
Humane
Pet safe
Multi-kill
Outdoors
No daily
maintenance
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Top 4 tips to maximize the performance of your A24:
1. Restrict access to competing food sources:
Why:
• This is the most important step you can
take to improve trapping success with
your A24 trap(s) or with any other
rodent traps.
• Rodents are creatures of habit. They
have a very good food memory and
tend to only eat foods they have eaten
before and know to be safe. They will
usually ignore a new food source like
the Goodnature lure (or poison bait)
if they have easy access to their usual
food sources.

How:
• Store all potential rodent food sources
(e.g. animal feed, pet food or compost)
in sealed rodent proof containers. Other
potentially less expensive alternatives
include: metal trash cans, oil drums and
old chest freezers.
• Preventing access to all food sources on
a farm may be challenging, but the more
restrictions you put in place, the more
success you’ll have trapping rodents.

More best practice tips:
• Reduce rodent access to houses, barns
or other feed storage areas or silos by
installing mesh in drains and pipes and
fixing access holes.
• Remember: Rats can get through holes
with a diameter of 20 mm or more and
and mice can fit through 10 mm holes.
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• Reduce rodent hiding and nesting places
by clearing away obsolete machinery,
wood and building materials around
the farm.

2. Ensure you find the best location for your Goodnature A24 Trap(s):
Why:
• The Goodnature A24 trap is like the
best fishing pole in the world... If you
don’t know where to fish, it’s really
hard to catch anything.

How:
• Use Goodnature Rodent Detector Cards.
Rodents will only stop, investigate and
eat something where they feel safe to do
so and using Detector Cards help identify
these locations.
• They also act as pre-feed for your site by
introducing a “taste” of the same lure in
the Goodnature A24 trap. When rodents
come across the Detector Cards, they’ll
go looking for more, which will lead them
to your trap!

More best practice tips:
• The places you see rodents running
around are not usually not places they
feel safe to stop and eat because they
are exposed.
• They prefer contact with walls and other
objects, so look for sheltered places at
the end of pathways where they may be
running along walls.

• Look for collections of rodent droppings
as that tends to indicate a location where
they are likely to stop and rest or eat.
• If you’re using different pest control
products, always set your Goodnature
A24 trap(s) away from other rodent
control products (e.g. snap traps or
poison baits).
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Location, location, location!
Covered, sheltered and safe

Open, exposed, unsafe or food competition

At Home

Ceiling space

Shed
Garage
Exposed
wall / fence

Wood
pile

Garden
Sheltered
trunk

Fruit or
nut tree

Compost bin
Kitchen
cupboards
Dog food

Open area

Other traps

Under deck
and house

On the Farm

Nooks &
corners
Bushy
areas

Alongside pond
or waterway

Remove
wood

Entrance
Fix access
holes

Store
chicken feed
Remove old
machinery

Open area
Cover pipes
with mesh
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3. Pre-feed to give rodents a ‘taste’ of the Goodnature Lure:
Why:

How:

• Remember rodents are creatures of habit • Using Goodnature pre-feed pouches, place
and they will mostly avoid new foods if
small amounts of lure in a 10 meter radius
their usual food sources are available.
around and underneath all traps.
• Pre-feeding allows the rodents to build
up their food memory for the Goodnature
lure by making it easily accessible.
Even if only one rodent eats the pre-feed,
the other rodents will smell the pre-feed
on the first rodent and believe it is a
safe food.

More best practice tips:
• Depending on the season and situation,
the Goodnature lures may or may not
be more attractive than the local food
rodents have been eating.
• If the Goodnature lure isn’t working for
long periods, here are some options:
• Try a different Goodnature lure flavour:
Goodnature makes a range of lure
flavours because sometimes what works
on one property or during one season
doesn’t work as well in another situation.
Check out: goodnature.eu.

• Peanut butter: Peanut butter is a popular
bait and for good reason because rats love
nuts. Remember that peanut butter, like
most homemade lures, is only effective for
several days because it loses attractiveness
quickly.
• Goodnature Automatic Lure Pump (ALP): If
you can remove competing food sources,
we recommend using the Goodnature lure
because the Lure Pump is designed to
constantly release fresh lure for up to 6
months. This means less trap maintenance
for you!

• Homemade lure: If you know the rodents
are eating dog food, chicken or horse
feed or any other food source, you can
combine that food with the Goodnature
Lure. We also sell Goodnature Lure
Baskets which fit inside the trap and can
be used to put homemade lure in. Place
the combined lure beneath and around
the trap as pre-feed.
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4. More traps are always better / move your traps around:
Why:

How:

• Think of a trapping network as being an • Setting up multiple traps in a network
integral part of the infrastructure of your
around a property with multiple food sources
property. Even if you place your trap(s) in
not only will increase the probability a rodent
good locations, catching rodents may be
encounters a trap in their home range.
challenging because they have set travel
• Multiple traps are more effective at catching
pathways.
rodents that look to reinvade your property
• A rodent’s home range can be very small
during seasonal peaks of food production or
on rural properties so you may need to
when the weather turns cold.
move your traps around to pest-proof the
• If you only have 1-2 traps, move them around
area. The average home range of a rat
regularly if they’re not catching rodents over
is 8 - 30m from its nest and the typical
a period of weeks. Moving it a few meters
mouse home range is a 2-10 m radius
can often make a difference.
from the nest.
• Trap Stands are a good tool to allow a trap to
• Remember rodents can cause a lot of
be easily moved around
damage that is expensive to repair, so
buying an extra trap is a good
long-term investment.

goodnaturetrapping.com
7

